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Nube Studio’s “DI Company of the 
Year” honour by Cinematography Art 
Magazine recognises Navin Shetty’s 
long-term vision of building a world-
class colour ecosystem out of Mumbai. 
One recognises the studio as an 
institution; this is the perfect moment 
to tell the story of how Nube Studio 
and Nube Cirrus have quietly redefined 
colour grading in Indian cinema and 
advertising over the past decade, and 
outline their future plans.

Navin Shetty: From Lab Floors to 
Leading an Ecosystem

In the 1990s, he was learning the 
grammar of images at Adlabs Films, 
then one of India’s most important film 
processing and post-production hubs. 
Subsequent years at leading facilities 
saw him handle everything from trailers 
and television commercials to feature 
films, giving him a 360-degree 
understanding of how colour sits within 

the larger production and distribution 
chain.

By the time digital intermediate 
workflows took centre stage in India, 
Navin had already spent decades at the 
coalface—shifting with the industry 
from celluloid to data, from lab 
chemistry to LUTs and HDR. In 2015, he 
channelled that experience into 
founding Nube Studio in Mumbai, with 
a clear mandate: to create a hub for 
excellence in colour grading and high-
end post-production that pairs world-
class craft with a deeply collaborative, 
director- and DOP-first ethos.

What started as a premier DI and 
colour correction studio has, over time, 
evolved into a globally connected post-
production powerhouse, seamlessly 
integrating VFX, advanced workflows, 
and collaborative creative practices.

In an era when post-production 
studios often attempt to scale rapidly, 
Nube’s growth has been deliberate, 
thoughtful, and purpose-driven. Each 

expansion—whether into VFX, episodic 
content, or global collaboration—has 
been anchored in the studio’s 
foundational values: artistic integrity, 
technical excellence, and respect for 
the creative process.

Today, Nube Studio serves leading 
production houses, advertising 
agencies, OTT platforms, and 
filmmakers across the world, operating 
at the intersection of craft and 
technology while remaining deeply 
attuned to the emotional grammar of 
cinema.

A CULTURE OF MENTORSHIP AND 
SHARED VISION

Nube was conceived as a 
powerhouse of talent paired with 
cutting-edge technology, but the heart 
of the operation has always been 
knowledge-sharing and collective 
growth. From its earliest days, the 
studio has prioritised building artists, 
not just output.
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Senior colourists at Nube actively 
mentor younger artists, bringing them 
into direct creative collaboration with 
directors, cinematographers, and 
showrunners, rather than confining 
them to narrowly defined technical 
roles. This approach ensures that 
emerging colourists develop a deep 
understanding of story, tone, and visual 
intent—skills that are essential in an 
era where colour grading is as much 
about narrative as it is about technique.

Navin Shetty’s parallel role as co-
founder and producer at Fundamental 
Pictures reinforces this storyteller-first 
mindset. Producing films such as Zoo, 

Cargo, Two Sisters and a Husband, and 
Privacy has kept him closely connected 
to the realities of independent 
filmmaking—from unconventional 
shooting formats and limited resources 
to festival circuits and evolving OTT 
requirements. This lived understanding 
flows directly into how he guides teams 
at Nube Studio and Nube Cirrus.

The underlying belief is simple yet 
powerful: when colourists understand 
story and constraint as deeply as they 
understand technology, their work 
travels farther and resonates longer.

Beyond its in-house teams, Nube 
has also supported filmmakers as a co-
production partner, backing projects 
such as Songs of Forgotten Trees and 
Stolen. The studio has further 
contributed to the ecosystem by 
supporting work-in-progress grants at 
the NFDC Film Bazaar, including The 
Shape of Momo, a project that has since 
gone on to receive recognition at 
several international festivals. These 
initiatives reflect Nube’s long-standing 
commitment to nurturing voices beyond 
the mainstream production pipeline.

IMPACT, RECOGNITION, AND A 
GROWING LEGACY

The combined impact of Nube 
Studio, Nube Cirrus, and a diverse 
network of national and international 
artists is visible in how Mumbai—and 
increasingly Indian cinema at 
large—looks today. Advertising work 
passing through Nube’s grading suites 
has normalised a higher floor for visual 
polish, making global-level colour 
grading a baseline expectation in brand 
storytelling.

On the long-form side, the studio’s 
involvement in marquee OTT titles and 
theatrically released films has helped 
align Indian content with international 
visual standards, particularly in areas 
such as dynamic range management, 
show LUT design, and consistency 
across multiple delivery formats.

This excellence has been recognised 
at the highest levels. Vyshakh 
Shivaganesh of Nube received the Best 
Processing Lab and Colourist Award at 
the 54th Kerala State Film Awards for 

Aadujeevitham (The Goat Life)—a 
landmark achievement reflecting 
exceptional artistic sensitivity, narrative 
understanding, and technical mastery. A 
film demanding restraint and emotional 
depth, Aadujeevitham showcased colour 
grading not as spectacle, but as an 
invisible force guiding the audience’s 
emotional journey.

Further cementing this reputation 
was the VAM Award 2025 for Do Patti, 
following earlier wins for Ajeeb 
Daastans and Kaafir. On the 
international stage, Nube’s work has 
also received recognition through 
Dehancer Colourist Award nominations 
for IC 814 and Aadujeevitham, 
underscoring the studio’s growing 
global presence.

For the broader industry, Nube 
Studio’s “DI Company of the Year” 
award acts as a benchmark—signalling 
what sustained creative leadership and 
excellence in post-production can look 
like in practice. For emerging colourists 
and post-production professionals, 
Vyshakh Shivaganesh’s Kerala State Film 
Award offers a more personal beacon: 
proof that it is possible to build a 
distinctive artistic voice within a 
collaborative studio structure, and that 
work done quietly in grading suites 
can—and does—earn national 
recognition.

Reflecting this expanding vision, 
Nube has announced the launch of its 
Chennai branch, extending the same 
philosophy to South India and creating 
closer access for filmmakers across the 
region.Taken together, these 
recognitions tell a coherent story: a 
founder who spent decades mastering 
and modernising the craft; a studio that 
has become a reference point for 
colour and finishing in Mumbai; and a 
new generation of colourists whose 
work is now setting benchmarks of its 
own. In spotlighting both the institution 
and the individuals behind it, this 
moment offers a rare opportunity to 
step inside the grading rooms that 
are—quite literally-colouring how a 
generation experiences cinema, series, 
& advertising, from Mumbai to South 
India, and now from India to the world.       
qqq   
Mumbai:dharmic@nubecirrus.com       
Chennai:sandesh@nubestudio.in
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 Vyshak Shivaganesh-Best Colorist, Kerala State Award-2023


















































